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Drug Bag Cleaning Recommendations for Covid-19
As the Covid-19 Pandemic continues to spread the drug bags are a possible source of contamination.  With that here are the current recommendations for dealing with a possible or contaminated drug bag.  With any possible contamination please use proper PPE and at the least gloves when handling the bags.  Also make sure that you follow your hospitals notification process for contaminated drug bags.
Examples of possible exposures:  In a house with bed bugs but no bed bugs seen on the bag. (These bags are usually double bagged for 72-96 hours to kill the possible bugs).  Possible body fluids with none actually seen.  Possible Covid 19 patients where the bag is near the patient but no aerosolized treatments given.  These are just examples but not inclusive of all possibilities.
Examples of contaminated bags:  Bags with obvious body fluid contamination, actual bed bugs on and in the drug bag, and for possible Covid-19 patients a bag that is in direct contact with the patient such as the patient coughing on or near the bag.  This can also include bags that are near a patient that is having an aerosolized treatment.

We are asking that EMS be aware and report this appropriately at the hospital they brought the bag to.  If EMS is able to wipe down the bags with wipes at the ED before turning in the bag that is highly recommended.

For both bags (Vinyl and Cloth) if there is a possible exposure you can remove the bag and double bag it until it can be cleaned.  The cleaning can be using a spray of Clorox Hydrogen Cleaner product, Clorox 360 or Hydrogen Peroxide Wipes, Oxivir Wipes,etc.  The pockets that were used and the remaining medications may be cleaned with the approved cleaner and allowed to dry properly.  Once the bag is cleaned and allowed to dry the bag can be replenished and sealed and put back in service.
For bags with Gross Contamination please double bag them in biohazard bags.  If there are not any biohazard bags available please double bag them in trash bags and tie them closed with one of the hazmat ribbons from the Triage Ribbons.  (This will be done by EMS)
For Gross Contamination of Either of the bag types:
· The medications will be removed by Pharmacy Staff in accordance with infection control standards from the contaminated bag and secured in an evidence/security type bag with a witness present.

· The contaminated bag will be placed in an appropriately secured plastic bag as noted below.

1. Bodily Fluid- bag in red biohazard bag.

2. Bed Bugs/lice- Double bag in a clear plastic bag and tie off.
· The secured medications will be taken to the pharmacy.  The Pharmacy will determine if any of the medications can be salvaged.  The documentation and destruction of medication will be performed by the pharmacy according to policy.

· EMS Coordinator or responsible person will consult infection control and/or Greater Miami Valley EMS Council to determine the best course of action to clean and return or replace the bag back into service.      

Please follow your facility’s guidelines on where to clean and the PPE needed to complete this cleaning process.  Please contact Rich or myself with any questions.

Brendan Deere




Rich Morrett

bpdeere@premierhealth.com


rmorrett@wilsonhealth.org
A United Way Systems Partner
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