GMVEMS Council
General Meeting
November 25, 2025
PRESENT:
	Matthew Webb
	Troy Fire 
	
	President Elect 

	Elizabeth Sheridan 
	Premier Health 
	
	

	Nick Thornton
	Mercy Health 
	
	EMS Coordinator 

	Leslie Gardone
	German Twp 
	
	Treasurer

	Jeff Bailey
	Wayne HealthCare 
	
	

	Michael Guadagno
	Moraine Fire
	
	Education co-chair

	Felix Shanahan 
	Springfield Fire Rescue Division 
	
	Clark county rep and nominations Co-Chair

	Kristi Bradford
	Kettering Health 
	
	

	Justin Palmer
	Kettering Health
	
	

	Jarod Meyer
	Dayton Fire
	
	

	Jon Nickerson
	Bellbrook FD
	
	

	Peter Burcham
	Kettering Fire
	
	

	Cameron Jackson
	Xenia/Premier 
	
	Chair of App Committee 

	Sean Lehrter
	Trotwood Fire and Rescue
	
	

	Terry Weldon 
	Dayton Children's 
	
	EMS COORDINATOR 

	Joe Burdick 
	MVHS 
	
	EMS Co-Chair 

	Kyle Miller
	Cedarville Township FD 
	
	

	Michael Bowman
	Tipp City Emergency Services 
	
	

	Kevin Pruszynski
	Premier
	
	

	Hannah Facer
	Cedarville University EMS
	
	

	Steffinie Brewer
	Miami Township Fire Rescue 
	
	Nominations Co-Chair

	Sean Kummer
	ZOLL Medical Ventilator Territory Manager 
	
	

	Emily Hoste
	ZOLL
	
	

	Karen ward
	Premier Atrium
	
	Member 

	Adam Howard
	Tipp City Fire & Emergency Services
	
	

	Paula Balcom
	Premier Health
	
	PR Committee Chair

	Shawn McIntosh
	Middletown Division of Fire
	
	

	James Augustine MD
	Washington Township FD
	
	

	Ben Valiton
	Fairborn Fire Department
	
	Violence Against EMS Co-Chair

	Jeff Bruggeman
	Xenia Fire DIvision
	
	Standing Orders Committee

	Chad Follick
	City of Vandalia Division of Fire 
	
	Infection Control Co-Chair

	David Gerstner
	Dayton FD/Dayton MMRS
	
	Past president, Communications, co-chair; Montgomery County alt. rep.

	Michael Evers
	Englewood Fire Department/Union Fire Department
	
	

	Sarah Pearson 
	Dayton children’s 
	
	Pediatric chair

	Kyle Hunsaker
	Kettering Health
	
	

	John LeMaster 
	City of Franklin Division of Fire & EMS
	
	

	Lindsey Thomas 
	Dayton children’s 
	
	EMS coordinator 

	Steve Schneider
	UC Health 
	
	

	John Hildebrand
	Kettering Health
	
	Co-chair infection control

	Keith Knisley
	Huber Heights Fire Divsion
	
	Member, Montgomery County Fire Chiefs Rep



Call to Order: The November 25, 2025, general meeting of the Greater Miami Valley EMS Council was called to order as a hybrid meeting at 2:00 p.m. by President Justin Buehler. Self-Introductions were made by all attendees. 
Secretary’s Report: The September 23, 2025, meeting minutes were sent out prior to the meeting for review.  There were no changes requested.
President’s Report:  President Justin Buehler noted that the previous meeting included discussion and some confusion regarding the language used to define voting representation. He thanked Lisa Rindler, Chief Knisley, Chief Rice, Tony Alexander, and Elizabeth Sheridan for their assistance in reviewing and clarifying the appropriate language. Justin also reported ongoing progress toward Council goals, including efforts to increase funding and consolidate committee structures. The vote to increase annual dues from $100 to $400—postponed at the prior meeting—will be brought forward for action at this meeting.
 
Executive Committee Report: No Report
New Membership:
There were none this month 
Membership/Change of Voting Reps:  
The following voting changes were approved:  
	Department/Agency Name
	Voting Representative
	Alt. Voting Representative

	Ansonia Area Emergency Services
	Jerrod Widener
	Alena Flory

	Beavercreek Township
	Tyson Dean
	Lee Poulos

	Bethel Township Fire Department (Miami)
	Josh Schiebrel
	Terry Weldon

	Bradford Fire
	Jesse Carine
	Ron Hoelscher

	City of Mason Fire Department
	
	Julie Miller

	Clayton Fire Department
	
	Brian Garver

	Clearcreek Fire District
	
	Naveed Khan

	Eaton Fire & EMS Division
	Randy Anderson
	James Quinn

	Englewood Fire
	Mike Evers
	Jordan Schoening 


	Farmersville Fire Association 
	
	Robert Emmer-Lovell

	Greenville Township
	Brian Phillips
	Steve Wenning

	Harmony Township
	Chris Young
	Chris McCutcheon

	Huber Heights Division of Fire
	
	Brendan Deere

	Hustead EMS
	Loretta Lewis
	Gary Coy

	Joint Emergency Medical Service
	Jesse Madden
	Jeremy Lane

	Joint Fire District Pleasant Hill Newton Township
	Levi Robbins
	David Stockler

	Kettering Fire Department
	James Lokai
	Pete Burcham

	Kettering Transportation Services
	Chris Vecchi
	Bob Kidd

	Kil-Kare Raceway E.M.S.
	Jeffery Kerr
	Ron Vance 

	Lebanon Fire Division
	
	Andrew Heet

	Lewisburg Fire and EMS Department
	
	Robert Sewert

	Miami Township Fire Rescue
	
	James Cannell

	Miami Valley Fire District
	Justin Null
	Brandon Barnett

	MobileNetwork24.com, Inc.
	Kenneth Collier, Jr.
	Brian Smith

	New Lebanon Fire Department 
	
	Lindsey Erisman

	Oakwood Public Safety Department
	Chuck Balaj
	Matt Staley

	Piqua Fire Department
	Doug Stewart
	Lee Adams

	Pleasant Township Fire Department
	Kristin Shultz
	Mike Willis

	Rossburg Fire Department
	Rob Widener
	Jerrod Widener 

	Sidney Fire & Emergency Services
	
	Jeff Simon

	Springfield Fire Rescue Division
	
	Krisopher Cooper

	Spring Valley Township Fire Department
	
	Nick Page

	Sugarcreek Township Fire Department 
	
	Douglas Buffenbarger

	Tipp City Emergency Services 
	Adam Howard
	Mike Bowman 

	Trenton Fire
	Chris Wells
	Joe Perkins

	Trotwood Fire & Rescue
	Richard Haacke
	

	Troy Fire Department
	Matthew Webb
	Wade Dexter

	Turtlecreek Township Fire/EMS
	JP Campbell
	Darrin Wiseman

	Union Fire
	Zach Marvin
	Mike Evers

	Urbana Fire Division
	Jason Croker
	John Flora

	Washington Township Fire Department 
	Jason Hartley
	Troy Bonfield

	Wayne Township Fire Department (Warren)
	Jason Beckett
	Kyle Lalich

	West Carrollton Fire Department
	Chris Barnett
	Jonah Nassmacher

	Xenia Fire Division
	
	Jeff Bruggeman

	Xenia Township Fire
	
	Adam Bistrek



Committee Reports:
A.    Administration
Budget & Finance: Leslie Gardone reported that, from January through October 2025, the Council recorded $46,093 in revenue and $47,445 in expenses, with a current deferred amount of $12,331.33. President Justin Buehler noted that drug bag revenue has been supplementing dues revenue in recent years, but the drug bags are now due for updates and replacements. The proposed dues increase is intended to help stabilize the Council’s financial position and “get the financial house in order,” while drug bag revenue moving forward will be reinvested into drug bag updates following the established seven-year replacement schedule.
Code of Regulations/Legal: Justin Buehler reported that he and Matt will begin drafting amendments to the Council’s Code of Regulations. The first amendment to be brought forward will address the clarification of voting representative language. Additional revisions will focus on updating and streamlining the committee structure. Justin noted that plans include the creation of a Wellness and Safety Committee, which will incorporate work related to violence against EMS personnel and infection control.
Nominating: Felix Shanahan reported on the county representatives for the next cycle: 
· Miami County: Wade Dexter (primary), Vance McCullough (alternate)
· Montgomery County: Keith Knisley (primary), Dave Gerstner (alternate)
· Shelby County: Chad Hollinger (primary), David Kloppinstein (alternate)
· Warren County: Justin Buehler (primary), Naveed Khan (alternate)
· Preble County: Mallory Lewis (primary), Randy Anderson (alternate)

Public Relations: Paula Balcom announced that Mary Porter was selected as the recipient of the Tom Long Award. The award was presented by Tom Long’s grandson, Jacob. Paula also noted that the recipient of the Norman Dietrich Award is being kept confidential to preserve the element of surprise. The committee is shifting toward presenting awards directly at recipients’ workplaces or locations among their peers, rather than solely during Council meetings.
Website Advisory Committee: No updates at this time.
Protocol App: Cam Jackson continues working with Google development team to resolve app download issues.  
Social Media Committee: No updates at this time.
Communications Committee: No updates at this time. 
Legislative & Advocacy Committee: No updates at this time.
Grants Committee:   No updates at this time.
B.    Medical
Drug Bag Exchange: Updates were provided on drug bag management and exchange procedures. Ryan Konkel reported that a new vendor will be needed to handle drug bag repairs, as the previous vendor has retired. Brendan Deere worked with Lisa Rindler to review drug bag inventory and ensure departments were billed accurately. There were only 2 changes that came up after the invoices were sent. 
Standing Orders:  Justin Buehler announced that Ben Valenton will serve as the new co-chair of the Standing Orders Committee. Michael Guadagno noted the need to begin discussions on next year’s protocols, including the plan to transition to a two-year protocol cycle. Ben Valenton was formally appointed as co-chair, and Jeff will remain involved to support a smooth transition.. 
Pre-Hospital Care
Education Committee: No updates at this time. 

Research Committee:  David Gerstner reported that the CARES (Cardiac Arrest Registry to Enhance Survival) program has reached out regarding the possibility of hosting two CARES Resuscitation Academies in Dayton in spring 2026. He noted that this opportunity would be a significant honor for the City of Dayton and would provide high-quality training for regional EMS partners. Matthew Webb shared a list of who has responded to the survey.

[bookmark: _Hlk146704482]Pediatric Committee: Sarah Pearson reported structural improvements within Dayton Children’s, including the addition of a third coordinator to support pediatric initiatives. She noted that the committee paused meetings for the month and will resume in January. Sarah also promoted the Pediatric Saves Award program, which remains open for submissions through the end of December. Committee members were encouraged to come to the January meeting prepared with project ideas for the upcoming year.
Electronic Health Record Integration (EHRI): Lisa Rindler reported that hospitals across the region have been engaged in vendor evaluations for nearly two years as part of ongoing efforts to modernize trauma and EMS data systems. One hospital has now selected its vendor, with additional hospitals expected to make decisions in the coming months. Lisa also announced that Tori Kreckman has been hired as the new Regional Trauma Registry Coordinator. The long-term goal is for all hospitals to adopt the same vendor to support alignment and data consistency across the region.
Response to Violence against EMS: Ben Valenton reminded the Council that psychological emergencies typically increase during this time of year and noted a recent incident in which an EMT was struck while working on a roadway. He emphasized the importance of considering a patient’s mental state when determining appropriate interventions rather than defaulting to immediate sedation. Ben also clarified that incidents such as being hit by a vehicle while on duty are recognized as forms of violence against EMS personnel.
C. 	Organizational Reports:
MC Fire Chiefs Association: There are no updates at this time.  
Miami Valley Fire/EMS Alliance: There are no updates at this time.
State Board of Emergency Medical, Fire, and Transportation Services (EMFTS): There was nothing to report today.
RPAB, Region 3: There are no updates at this time.
SORTS: SORTS is undergoing a leadership transition as Tory Kreckman replaced Lita Holdeman.
GDAHA: Lisa Rindler reiterated the SORTS updates.  She also thanked the Public Affairs committee for their work on the awards ceremony for Mary Porter at the West Central Ohio Healthcare Preparedness Coalition November meeting. 
Metropolitan Medical Response System (MMRS): David Gerstner reported that the annual large MMRS meeting was successfully held with strong attendance and high-quality speakers. He also shared that planning is underway for four MMRS exercises to be conducted after the first of the year.
Old Business:   Nond  
New Business: 
Voting on Amendments
The Council held two formal votes on proposed amendments to the Code of Regulations and the annual membership dues structure. Members voted on a revision to Section 3.1 of the Code of Regulations, clarifying that voting members consist of one representative or designated alternate from each public or private EMS provider; each accredited EMS training institution; each university school of medicine; and one EMS Coordinator (or designee) from each hospital emergency department. Hospitals within the same healthcare network will collectively hold one vote per network. This regulation applies only to Council voting and does not extend to committee participation, where any employee or representative of a member organization may serve and vote.
A second vote was held on increasing department membership fees from $100 to $400 per year beginning in 2026.
Voting Results:
– Section 3.1 revision approved: 25 yes, 0 no
– Dues increase approved: 20 yes, 5 no


Trainings/Organization Announcements: 

Sarah Pearson announced that the Ohio EMSD Conference will be held in March, with registration opening next week. Justin Buehler shared that OAPFF is developing peer support counselor training opportunities. Premier Health will host an instructor update on March 30th. Michael Guadagno added that an incident commander class is scheduled for February in Moraine.

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 2:55 pm. The next meeting will be on January 27, 2025, at 2:00 pm.



	
