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Call to Order: The January 27,2026, general meeting of the Greater Miami Valley EMS Council was called to order as a hybrid meeting at 2:00 p.m. by President Justin Buehler. Self-Introductions were made by all attendees. 
Secretary’s Report: The November 25, 2025, meeting minutes were sent out prior to the meeting for review.  There were no changes requested.
President’s Report:  President Justin Buehler provided an overview of the Council’s accomplishments from 2025 and outlined priorities for 2026. He reported that the Council successfully increased its funding during the past year, strengthening the financial position of the organization and helping to stabilize its long-term sustainability. He also highlighted the launch of a new application process, which improved structure and clarity around participation and engagement. In addition, the CARES project was launched under the Research Committee, expanding the Council’s research and quality improvement efforts. Justin noted that the Council also recorded one of its largest Quarterly Triage Training dates to date, reflecting strong regional participation and continued emphasis on preparedness.

Looking ahead to 2026, Justin identified several key goals for the Council. These include improving organizational alignment by consolidating and streamlining committee structures, prioritizing recruitment and retention efforts across member agencies, and enhancing communication to ensure clearer, more consistent engagement with Council members and partners.
 
Executive Committee Report: No Report
New Membership:
There were none this month 
Membership/Change of Voting Reps:  
The following voting changes were approved:  
	Department/Agency Name
	Voting Representative
	Alt. Voting Representative

	
	
	

	Union City Fire Dept 
	 
	Dusty Brunner 

	Mad River Township Fire 
	Ben Beair 
	Kyle Johnson 

	City of Middletown 
	Shawn McIntosh 
	Jacob Moore 

	University of Dayton 
	Savalas Kidd 
	Stephen Durian 

	Silvercreek Township 
	 
	Ryan Harper 

	 
	 
	 

	Riverside Fire 
	Derek Fourman 
	James Hart 

	Phillipsburg Fire 
	Patrick Aldrich 
	Matt Buker 

	Adams Township Rosewood Fire Dept 
	Steve Ford 
	Caleb Ford 

	Cedarville University 
	Rhonda Evans 
	David Evans 

	Washington Township Fire Department 
	Troy Bonfield 
	Ed Kuzminski 

	Clark State 
	Jeremy Linn 
	Rick Heironimus 



Committee Reports:
A.    Administration
Budget & Finance:. Lisa Rindler presented the financial report and provided an overview of the Council’s current financial status. Revenue to date includes $20,000 from hospital dues, $6,648 collected from EMS dues of the $13,025 anticipated, and $28,000 in deferred revenue, for a total reported revenue of $55,000. Total expenses to date were reported at $56,000. In closing, Lisa shared that the financial reporting format continues to be refined to improve clarity and usability. Additional EMS dues are anticipated to be collected by March, which is expected to further improve the Council’s financial position.
Code of Regulations/Legal: Justin Buehler presented a proposal to streamline the Council’s committee structure through amendments to the Code of Regulations. The proposal outlined the consolidation of several existing committees to improve alignment, efficiency, and clarity of purpose. Specifically, Justin proposed combining the Communication, Public Relations and Marketing, Nominating, Website, and Apps Committees into a single Communications Engagement and Outreach Committee. He also proposed merging the Workplace Violence Committee and the Infection Control Committee into a new Wellness and Safety Committee. In addition, the proposal includes consolidating the Budget and Finance Committee with the Grants Committee to form a Finance and Grants Committee.
Justin reviewed the next steps associated with the proposed changes. A 14-day notice is planned to be issued around March 10 prior to a formal vote on the amendments. The Executive Committee will review the proposals at its next scheduled meeting, with a final vote anticipated at the next General Meeting.

Nominating: there were no updates at this time. 
Public Relations: No updates at this time.
Website Advisory Committee: No updates at this time.
Protocol App: Cam Jackson continues working with Google development team to resolve app download issues.  
Social Media Committee: No updates at this time.
Communications Committee: No updates at this time. 
Legislative & Advocacy Committee: Heidi Jones provided an update on recent legislative changes impacting EMS scope of practice, noting that core competencies were updated on December 17. She reported that oral Zofran was added to the EMT scope of practice for patients 12 years of age or older, and that paramedics are now authorized to initiate and maintain urinary catheters. In addition, the age threshold for administering IV Zofran at the advanced level was lowered from 12 to 4 years of age. It was noted that the Standing Orders Committee and Drug Bag Committee will need to review these changes to determine any necessary updates or implementation considerations.
Grants Committee:   No updates at this time.
B.    Medical
Drug Bag Exchange: Updates were provided on drug bag management and exchange procedures. Ryan Konkel reported that a new vendor will be needed to handle drug bag repairs, as the previous vendor has retired. The group will start the planning for new drug bag purchases with the drug bag revenue.  
Standing Orders:  Michael Guadagno provided an update on standing orders and education timelines related to testing and certification. He reported that the new 2026 two-year protocol is expected to be released around July. Testing will open following the release, with the goal of completion by November 1, when the new protocol goes into effect. Michael also noted that individuals who passed the 2025 test will remain certified through November 1, 2026.
Justin Palmer shared that the Education Committee is currently evaluating testing platforms and anticipates continuing with Questbase for one additional year. In closing, it was noted that members should plan to prepare for testing during September and October 2026. Upon successful completion, certification will be valid for the 2026–2027 period, with the next testing cycle anticipated in 2028.
Pre-Hospital Care
Education Committee: No updates at this time. 

Research Committee:  Kendra Harris provided an update on the Research Committee’s work related to the CARES project, noting that the committee is currently assessing which agencies are actively participating in CARES and identifying additional departments that may be interested in joining. Justin Buehler added that the CARES program supports the tracking of cardiac arrest outcomes, including survival rates, and provides valuable data and statistics that departments can use for quality improvement and benchmarking efforts.
David Gerstner announced plans for an upcoming Resuscitation Academy, scheduled for May 12 at Clark State College and May 13 at Dayton Children’s Hospital. Kendra Harris shared that planned topics for the Academy include cardiac arrest data collection, high-performance CPR, telecommunicator CPR, the science of CPR, and ten evidence-based programs shown to improve cardiac arrest survival. A survey will be distributed to gather additional information regarding current and potential CARES participation. The Resuscitation Academy will be targeted toward medical directors, EMS chiefs, QA/QI personnel, training officers, and 911 center directors.

[bookmark: _Hlk146704482]Pediatric Committee: Sarah Pearson provided an update on the Pediatric Committee’s activities, reporting that Ohio had the highest response rate to the Pre-hospital Pediatric Readiness Survey. She shared that the committee is developing resources to support Pediatric Emergency Care Coordinators (PECs) and confirmed that the physical pediatric bags have been purchased and are currently with the print shop. Sarah also noted that the committee is working to update the pediatric dosage guide for the next protocol year. In addition, the committee is developing a distribution program for the pediatric bags and plans to survey agencies to better understand pediatric bag needs and support effective distribution.
Electronic Health Record Integration (EHRI): Electronic Health Record Integration
Lisa Rindler provided an update on regional electronic health record integration efforts, reporting that two of the three network systems in the region have selected Respond as their vendor, with the third system also considering the same platform. David Gerstner added that there has been meaningful progress related to the trauma databases. Overall, it was noted that regional alignment around EHR vendors continues to move forward in a positive direction.

Response to Violence against EMS: There was no updates. 
C. 	Organizational Reports:
MC Fire Chiefs Association: There are no updates at this time.  
Miami Valley Fire/EMS Alliance: There are no updates at this time.
State Board of Emergency Medical, Fire, and Transportation Services (EMFTS): There was nothing to report today.
RPAB, Region 3: There are no updates at this time.
SORTS: Information was shared earlier regarding the selection of a new trauma system vendor.
GDAHA: No further updates.  
Metropolitan Medical Response System (MMRS): No updates at this time. 
Old Business:   None
New Business:  None
Trainings/Organization Announcements: 

Several upcoming education and training opportunities were shared. Jordan Jeffries reminded attendees that Premier Health will be offering instructor updates and emphasized that all American Heart Association (AHA) instructors must complete required instructor updates for each discipline they teach by the end of February. Reminder emails have been distributed to affiliated instructors. Sarah Pearson announced that the EMSC Conference in Columbus will take place on the first Friday in March, noting that registration is expected to reach capacity prior to the event date. She also shared that a free pediatric disaster webinar will be offered next month and encouraged agencies to schedule 2026 in-department pediatric training with Dayton Children’s Hospital as soon as possible due to limited availability. Alex Kuhn shared updates from the American Heart Association, including that the Mission: Lifeline program is active with several changes this year and that new acute ischemic stroke guidelines were recently released, with implications for pre-hospital care. Kendra Harris announced a Prevent Blindness training for community paramedicine programs and facilitators who teach fall reduction courses. In addition, Kevin Pruszynski shared a save-the-date for an all-day instructor update conference scheduled for March 30, which will provide six continuing education credits.

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 3:00 pm. The next meeting will be on March 24, 2026, at 2:00 pm.



	
