Injectable Opioid Shortage – 48 Hour Duration 
Quality control issues at major plants, particularly a Pfizer-owned Hospira facility in Kansas that produced roughly 60% of the U.S. supply, triggered a severe, multi-year crisis beginning in 2017. Injectable opioids are on shortage with the expectation that this will continue through 2026. This includes IV hydromorphone, IV morphine, and IV fentanyl. Hospitals looking to minimize IV opioid administrations, including 48-hour stop time on all intermittent doses of IV opioids (exceptions for NPO, comfort care, and mechanical ventilation). 

Current IV Opioid Shortage 
According to the American Society of Health-System Pharmacists (ASHP), shortages of controlled substances remain a significant portion of active drug deficits. The DEA sets production limits on the raw materials needed for opioids to combat the addiction epidemic, which can inadvertently restrict the supply of legitimate medical injectables during shortages.
 
1. Fentanyl Citrate Injection: Major manufacturers like Fresenius Kabi and Hikma report backorders for various vial and syringe sizes, with estimated resupply dates ranging from late January to mid-February 2026.
2. Hydromorphone (Dilaudid): Ongoing shortages are attributed to shipping delays and manufacturing issues. Estimated restock dates for various formulations extend through August 2026 and into early 2027.
3. Morphine Sulfate: Continues to face high demand and manufacturing delays from companies such as Pfizer and Hikma


